
        
 

 

 

 
UTZ CERTIFIED becomes a member of the 4C Association 

 
Amsterdam, June 23 – Today, UTZ CERTIFIED joined the 4C Association. UTZ CERTIFIED and the 4C Association 
made the news public on the occasion of the SCAE conference in Maastricht. This step follows the announcement 
by the 4C Association in March to further strengthen its pre-competitive platform function and actively promote all 
sustainability standards in the market. Both organizations see collaboration within the coffee sector as necessary to 
getting a significantly larger part of coffee production on the road towards sustainability. 
 
UTZ CERTIFIED believes in the platform function of the 4C Association in order to better align approaches and 
create synergies thereby reaching more farmers and increasing efficiency of services. As a practical first step in 
their cooperation both organizations will compare their Code of Conducts and support Colombian producers to 
step up from the 4C baseline standard to the UTZ CERTIFIED level. These first efforts will be done in cooperation 
with the Colombian Coffee Growers Federation (FNC) and Tchibo GmbH. 
 
“We are pleased to be able to work together with the 4C Association. 4C can be really helpful in assisting more 
farmers to grow their coffee in a sustainable manner”, says Han de Groot, Executive Director of UTZ CERTIFIED. “We 
look forward to setting up the first projects together with 4C and interested buyers to check the compatibility of our 
two standard systems and assist farmers working from the 4C baseline standard towards achieving UTZ 
certification.”  
 
Both UTZ CERTIFIED and the 4C Association also recognize that closer collaboration between standards initiatives is 
needed to increase purchases and consumption of responsibly grown coffee.  
 
“The goal of the 4C Association is to move towards a sustainable mainstream coffee community through sector 
compliance to at least baseline standards and progressively move beyond this. This ambitious goal cannot be 
reached without the collaboration of all the sustainability standards. As one of the most recognized sustainability 
schemes, UTZ CERTIFIED is making a difference in the lives of thousands of farmers.  We are therefore very pleased 
that UTZ is joining our membership and look forward to working  together to build a more sustainable coffee 
sector”,  stated Melanie Rutten-Sülz, Executive Director of 4C Association. 
 
Collaboration between standard setting organizations provides an efficient way to manage supply chains. It allows 
farmers to improve their practices in a more efficient and focused way. 
 
Founding member of the 4C Association and member of the 4C Council, Tchibo GmbH, welcomes the membership 
of UTZ CERTIFIED to the 4C Association. Achim Lohrie, Head of Corporate Responsibility: “Tchibo works with a 
variety of programs such as Fairtrade, Rainforest Alliance, UTZ CERTIFIED, 4C Association and organic to support its 
sustainable sourcing strategy. It is important that these programs and all other relevant coffee stakeholders work 
together on essential challenges, such as reaching the millions of independent smallholder coffee farmers and 
making it as easy as possible for farmers to continuously improve their sustainable practices. We hope that the 
collaboration of the 4C Association with UTZ CERTIFIED will add momentum to such collaborative efforts. To start 
with, Tchibo intends to support a joint project to clarify and improve compatibility of the two systems and efficiency 
in stepping-up from the 4C baseline standard to UTZ CERTIFIED.” 
 
“Colombian Coffee Growers Federation (FNC) CEO Luis G. Muñoz added: “We welcome this development. Over the 
years, FNC has gathered significant experience in implementing the 4C Code of Conduct. We now look forward to 
starting the project with UTZ CERTIFIED, Tchibo and the 4C Association to bring many of our farmers from the 4C 
level to complying with the more demanding standards of UTZ CERTIFIED. The collaboration between initiatives is 
essential to ease farmers’ efforts to comply with different standards. Both the 4C Association and UTZ have always 
been very careful to take into consideration the interests and concerns of coffee growers; this move shows this 
commitment.”   
 



        
 

 

About UTZ CERTIFIED 
UTZ CERTIFIED Good Inside is a market oriented sustainability program and is one of the largest programs for 
sustainable coffee. Besides coffee, UTZ CERTIFIED has developed sustainability models for the production of cocoa 
and tea, and offers traceability services for palm oil. Within the UTZ CERTIFIED program farmers are trained to use 
cost efficient and environmentally and socially responsible farming practices.  Examples of this are a sustainable use 
of land, the exclusion of environmentally harmful pesticides and the compliance with labor laws. This way farmers 
become professional and responsible entrepreneurs and sustainable agricultural supply chains can be achieved. 
The industry takes responsibility by demanding and sourcing sustainably grown products. Consumers can enjoy 
their favorite brand whilst knowing it was produced in a way which meets their standard for social and 
environmental responsibility. More information: www.utzcertified.org. 
 
 
About the 4C Association 
The 4C Association is the multi-stakeholder organization that brings together actors that are genuinely committed 
to addressing the sustainability issues of the coffee sector in a pre-competitive manner. The members of the 4C 
Association include coffee farmers (both big and small), traders (importers and exporters), industry players (coffee 
roasters and retailers) and civil society (non-governmental organizations, standard setting inititiatives and trade 
unions). This global community works together to improve the economic, social and environmental conditions of 
farmers who make their living growing coffee. Members also include individuals committed to this goal. 
Together the members of the 4C Association developed the 4C Code of Conduct which sets out baseline social, 
environmental and economic principles for the sustainable production and trade of green coffee. For more 
information: www.4c-coffeeassociation.org 
 

-  END  - 
 
Note to the editors. Not for publication. 
 
For more information or questions about UTZ CERTIFIED please contact PR Manager Stephanie de Hoogh through:  
E: Stephanie.de.hoogh@utzcertified.org or T: +31 (0)6 24 88 67 61 
 
 
For more information about the 4C Association, please contact Verónica Pérez Sueiro, Communication Manager, on   
Veronica.perez@4c-coffeeassociation.org or +49 17627424440 
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